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derable noiſe in the world, and claimed the atten- 
tion of perſons of various deſcriptions ; ſome of whom 
have treated it with great warmth, and others with 
a degree of moderation : 1 was therefore willing | 
10 wail, to ſee what the contending parlies would male of | 
the affair, before I communicated my thoughts at large 
to the public, And as the matter has now been pretty 
fully canvaſſed, and the partizans are become rater 
cool; it is hoped, "this Narrative will be read with that 
candor by many, with which it is written. I can truly 
ſay, my defire has been to inveſtigate the Truth, and if 
it ſhould appear that ] have been in any inſtance miſtaken, 
the only Apology I conceive neceſſary io offer on the occa- 
fin is — HUMANUM EST ERRABE. 
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APPEAL To THz PUBLIC 
SID | 


GEORGE LUKINS, Kc. 


N Saturday May giſt, 1788, Mrs. Sarah Baber 

called on me, acquainting me that ſhe had juſt 
returned from a viſit to Yatton, in the county of 
Somerſet, where ſhe had found a poor man afflicted 
with a moſt extraordinary malady. She ſaid his 
name was George Lukins; that he had fits daily 
during her ſtay at Yatton, in which he ſang and 
ſcreemed in various ſounds, ſome of which did not 
reſemble the modifications of a human voice; that he 
curſed and ſwore in a moſt tremendous manner, 


while in his fits, and declared that doctors could do ; 


him no ſervice. Some time ago ſhe reſided at Yatton 
ſeveral years together, her huſband being a native of 
that part of*the country; both of them well knew 
George Lukins and his relations, and were throughly 
acquainted: with the opinion of the neighbourhood 
concerning them: ſhe from this acquaintance ſaid ſhe 
could with confidence declare, that George Lukins 


B 3 bore 


ls Ok 
ws an extraordinary good charaRter from his child. 


| hood, and had conſtantly attended the church and 


facrament, Of her own knowledge ſhe likewiſe ſaid, 
that ſhe could take upon her to affirm, that he had 


been ſubje& to fits of a very ancommon nature, for 
the laſt eighteen years, for the cure of which he had 
been placed for a conſiderable time under the care 
of Mr. Smith, an eminent ſurgeon of Wrington, 


who adminiſtered all the aſſiſtance in his power, 
without effect: many other medical gentlemen ſhe 
faid had in like manner tried to help him, but in 
vain. Many of the people about Yatton then con- 


' ceived him to be bewitched; but latterly he had 


himſelf declared that he was poſſeſſed of ſeven 


devils, and that nothing would avail but the united 


prayers of ſeven clergymen, who could aſk deliver- 
ance for him in faith; but ſeven could not be pro- 
cured in that neighbourhood to meet his ideas, and 
try the experiment: ſhe therefore earneſtly 3 | 


me to go to Yaton to ſee him. 


| © Mrs, Baber having till very lately been my pa- 
_ riſhioner in Temple parifh, for nearly nine years, 


I have had opportunity of obſerving her manner of 
hfe, and have ſeen her to be an example of practical 
religion, and undiflembled piety; and therefore 
without any hefitation I could admit the whole of 
this relation to be true, upon the credit of her 
teſtimony : and accordingly replied, . that it would 
de a pleaſure to me to comply with her wiſh, but 


the multifartous engagements which I had in this 
eity, precladed me that gratification; notwithſtand- 
ing which, if ſue could contrive to bring the man to 


Briſtol, 


7 


- Briſtol, I would folicit ſome of my friehds to join 
me in ſupplications for him. 


b 1 the influence of that reftinn of St. Paul, 
As we have opportunity let us do good unto all men, that I 
conſented for George Lukins to be brought to me; 
little expecting that an attention to his pitiable caſe, 
would have produced ſuch a torrent of oppoſition, 
and illiberal abuſe p00 the parties concerned in his 
rohel,. 


A ſew days after, on "LE the 7h day of 
June, George Lukins came to Mr. Weſtcote's, in 
Redcliſt-ſtreet, where he was ſeen for ſome days in 
his fits, by many of our reſpeRable inhabitants; all 

of whom as with one voice declared, that they were 
ſtruck with horror and amazement, at the ſounds and 
expreſſions which they heard, and the unaccountable | 
agitations and conyullions which they an. 


In compliance wich my ah to Mrs. Baber, 
1 applied to ſuch of the clergy of the eſtabliſhed _ 
church, (among thoſe comprehended within the 
circle of my acquaintance,) as I conceived to be 
moſt cordial in the belief of ſupernatural influences, 
namely to the Rev. Mr. Symes, Rector of St. Wer- 
burgh's; the Rev. Dr. Robins, Precentor of the 
Cathedral; and the Rev. Mr. Brown, Rector of 
Portiſhead; requeſting that theſe Gentlemen would 
with me attend a meeting for prayer in behalf of 
this object of commiſeration; but though they ac- 
knowledged it as their opinion, that his was a 
ſupernatural affliction, I could not prevail upon them 
| to join with me, in this attempt to relieve | him. 

> _ 
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2 And. as theſe Gentlemen rejefted_ my e 
it appeared to me, that there was no rational ground 
of hope for more ſucceſs, with thoſe of my brethren. 
who were leſs diſpoſed to admit the doctrine of the 
influence of good and evil ſpirits. The more I ſaw 
and heard of the miſery which George Lukins ex- 
perienced, - the more I pitied him, and being un- 
willing to diſmiſs him from Briſtol till ſome effort 
had been made for his recovery, I next defired 
certain perſons in connection with the Rev. Mr. 
Weſley to attend a prayer meeting on his account; 
to which requeſt they readily acceded. Accordingly | 
a meeting was appointed Friday morning the »gth 
of June, at eleven o'clock. And as the moſt horrible 
noiſes uſually proceeded from him in his fits, it was 
fuggeſied that the -veſtry-room of Temple church, 
which is bounded by the church-yard, was the moſt 
retiied place that could be fonnd in Temple parifh; 
and for that reaſon that ſituation was preferred to 
any other, it being our deſign to conduct this buſi- 
neſs with as much ſecrecy as poſſible. But we ſoon 
found that our deſign in this reſpeft was rendered 
abortive; for on Wedneſday evening the 11th of 
June, there Was publiſhed in the Briſto] Gazette, 
the following ingenious letter, which was copied 


from the Bath Chronicle: 


— 


To the PRINTER of the BRISTOL GAZETTE. = 


SI R, 


WHEN you can ſpare room in your Gazette, 1 
think you will not be able to preſent your readers with 


any account ſo n, and ſurprizing as the ſol- 
lowing. 


| 1989 1 
- lowisg- It is the mokifingalar caſe of perverted reaſon 
and bodily ſuffering that I ever heard of; nor have the 


moſt learned and ingenious perſons been able to ſolve 
the phenomenon, much leſs to adminiſter relief to 


the afflicted object. You may depend on the authen- 


ticity of every part of the relation, a member of my 
family having been near thirty years Miniſter of the 
place where the perſon reſides, many of my friends 
ſtill inhabiting it, and myſelf having been tt a 
witneſs to the facts I ſhall mention. 


About cl years ago the 0 ſubje& of 
this epiſtle, going about the neighbourhood with other 
young fellows, acting Chriſtmas plays or mummeries, 
ſuddenly. fell down ſenſeleſs, and 'was with great dif- 
ficulty recovered. When' he came to himſelf, the 
account he gave was, that he ſeemed at the moment of 
his fall to have received a violent blow- from the hand 
of ſome.perſon, who, as he thought, was allowed thus 
to puniſh him for acting a part in the play. From 
that moment, he has been ſubject, at uncertam and 


different periods, to fits of a moſt ſingular and dreadful 


nature. The firſt ſymptom is a powerful agitation of 
the right hand, to which ſucceed terrible tliftortions of 
thg countenance. The influence of the fit has then 
mmenced, He declares in a roaring voice that he is 
the devil, who with many horrid execrations ſummons 


C 


about him certain perſons devoted to his will, and 


commands them to torture this unhappy patient with 
all the diabolical means in their power. The ſuppoſed 
demon then direfts his ſervants to ſing. Accordingly 
the patient ſings in a different voice a jovial hunting 
| Tong, which, having received the approbation of the 


n! fiend, is ſucceeded by a ſong in a female voice, 
very delicately expreſſed ; and this is followed, at the 


2 


fit, but is exaſperated by them into the moſt ſhocking 


t „ 


particular injunction of the demon, by a paſtoral ſong 
in the form of a dialogue, ſung by, and in the real 
character of, the patient himſelf, After a pauſe and 


more violent diſtortions, he again perſonates the 


demon, and ſings in a boarſe, frightſul voice another 
bunting ſong. But in all theſe ſongs, whenever any 
expreſſion of goodneſs, benevolence, or innocence, 
occurs in the original, it is regularly changed to ano- 
ther of its oppoſite meaning; neither can the patient 
bear to hear any good words whatever, nor any expreſ- 
fion relating to the church, during the influence of his 


degree of blaſphemy and outrage. Neither can he 


ſpeak or write any expreſſions of this tendency, whilſt 


the ſubſequent weakneſs of his fits is upon him ; but is 


driven to madneſs by their mention. Having per- 
formed the ſongs, he continues to perſonate the demon, 


and derides the attempts which the patient has been 
making to get out of his power, that he will perſecute 
and torment him more and more to the end of his life, 
and that all the efforts of parſons and phyſicians fhall 


prove fruitleſs. An inverted Te Deum is then ſung in 


the alternate voices of a man and woman, who with 
much proſaneneſs thank the demon for having given 


- them power over the patient, which they will continue 


to exerciſe as long as he lives. The demon then con- 
cludes the ceremony, by declaring his unalterable reſo- 


lution io puniſh him for ever; and after barking - 
| Gercely, and interſperſing many aſſertions of his own 
diabolical dignity, the fit ſubſides into the ſame ſtrong 


agitation of the hand that introduced it, and the patient 
| | © recovers 


» 
C 


82 LJ 

recovers from its influence, utterly | weakened and 

| exhauſted. At certain periods of the fit, he is ſo vio» 
lent, that an aſſiſtant is always obliged to be at hand, to 
reſtrain him from committing ſome injury on himſetf ; 
though to the ſpectators he is perſefly harmleſs. He 
underſtands all that is ſaid and done during bis fits, and 
will even reply ſometimes to queſtions aſked him. He 
is under the influence of theſe paroxiſms generally near 
an hour, during which time his eyes are fat cloſed, — 


Sometimes he fancies himſelf changed into the form of 


an animal, when he aſſumes all the motions and ſounds / 
that are peculiar to it. From the execrations he utters 
it may be preſumed, that he is or was of an abandoned 
and profligate character, but the reverſe is the truth; 
he was ever of a remarkable innocent and inoffenſive _ 
diſpoſition. Every method that the variety of perſons 
who have come to ſee him have ſuggeſted, every effort - 
of ſome very ingenious gentlemen of the faculty who 
applied their ſerious attention to his caſe, has been long 
ago and recently exerted withoat fucceſs ; and ſome 
years ago he was ſent to St, George's Hoſpital, where 
he remained about twenty weeks, and was pronounced 
incurable, Of late, he has every day at leaſt three 
and ſometimes nine of theſe fits,, which have reduced 
bim to great weakneſs and almoit to deſpair ; for he. 
cannot hear any virtuous or religious expreſſion uſed | 

without pain and horror. The emaciated and exhauſted 
figure that he preſents, the number of years that he has 
been ſubjełt to this malady, and the proſpect of want 
and diſlreſs that lies before him, through being thus 
diſabled from following his buſineſs ; all preclude the 
© . fuſpicion of impoſtare, His lfe is became a ſeries of 
intenſe 22 41 n | 


| Should he J 


* 


=] 


of this relation, or conceive themſelves able to admi- 
niſter relief or even mitigation to this afflicted object, 


you know your correſpondent, and have 855 free con⸗ 


ſent to refer them to me, 


— 


1 remain, 
Your very bumble ſervant, . 
 Wrington, Jn & 1788. | W. R. W. 


. This letter (which will fand upon record as a laſting 
monument to the honor of the humanity and good 


ſenſe of its writer,) very much attrafted the notice 
of the citizens; and it having by ſome means or other 
been made known, contrary to our deſire, that a 


prayer meeting on Friday morning was to be held 


in the veſtry- room of Temple church, for the man 
who was the ſubject of that letter, a conſiderable 


number of people (who had met with this informa- 


tion) planted themſelves upon the walls of the 
veſtry· room, and heard part of the prayers, the fing- 
ing, the converſation, and the wonderful ſounds which 


proceeded ſrom George Lukins, and carried ſome 


account of theſe circumſtances to a printer, who 


inſtantly diſpatched papers upon the ſubjett, through 
the ſtreets of Briſtol, and its vicinage. Similar papers 


were ſhortly cried through the ſtreets of Bath, Lon- 


don, and through many other ran of the land. So © 


that contrary to our deſign the affair was in this 
manner N before the public. 


On Friday morning, June 1g, the following per- | 
ſons, accompanied with George Lukins, met me at 


the 


Should any of your readers e the e; 
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| N 4 
mme veſtry- room at Temple church, at eleven 0 clock, 
to offer up petitions to the throne of grace, for he 
relief of this afflicted man: 
| / 
Mr. JohN BROADBENT, | 
Mr. JouN-VALTON, - 
Mr. JEREMIAH BRETTLE, 
Mr. BENJAMIN RHODES, 
Mr. T. Mac GRARx, 
Mr. WILILIAu HuNnT, 
* NATHANIEL G1FFoRD, Eſq; 
Mr. J. WzsTCOTE, | 
Mr. . Da e 
Mr. T. DRIVE, . | 
Mr. REES, 
Mr. DEVEREL, 
Mr. TyucxtrR, ' gh I 
Mr. GwyYER. / | | 


In conſequence of the papers which were pub. 
liſhed through the greateſt part of the kingdom, 

' without our - conſent, many ſtrange falſehoods aroſe, 
and were propagated in divers places; which being 
' communicated to ſome of our friends, they were 
induced, in order to prevent the people at large from 
ſuffering. impoſitions, haſtily to put together the fol- 
lowing ſhort, but true relation, of the occurrences - 
of that morning; which was publiſhed in the Briſtol * 
Gazette, on Wedneſday the 18th day of June. 


, 


. 
1 


3 ͤͤ ( EG: 

. fort Account of the fingular Deliverance of George 

Lulins, of the pariſh of Yatton, in the county of 
Somer/et, aged forty-four, and by trade a taylor. 


SOME perſons, who had been acquainted with 
his unhappy ſituation for many years, had heard him 
repeatedly ſay that he was poſſeſſed with-feven devils, 
and if ſeven minifters could be got to pray with him in 

faith, they -would be caſt out, But this declaration 
being treated as a viſionary matter, he remained in his 
former ſtate, notwithſtanding every means made uſe of 
for his cure. . However, a perſon who felt much for 
his deplorable caſe had him brought to Briſtol laſt week, 
| to ſee if any thing could be done for him, and to meet 
the ſubject on his own ground of an ex cure. 


After he had been here a few days, and was ſeen by 
many perſons in his fits or ſpaſms, (who obſerved that 
the particular circumſtances attending them fully coin- 

eided with the foregoing letter) ſeveral Miniſters were 
prevailed dpon to meet on the occaſion. They accord- 
ingly met in the Veſtry- room of Temple church, on 
Friday the 13th inſtant, at eleven o'clock in the fore- 
noon, attended by the poor man, and ſeveral other 
. perſons to aſſiſt in managing of him in his fits : and the 
following is a relation of ſome of the particulars on the 

above awful occaſion. 7 | 


1. They began ſinging an hymn, on which the man 
was immediately thrown into ſtrange agitations, (very 
different from his uſual ſeizures) his face was variouſly 
diſtorted, and his whole body ſtrongly convulſed, His 
right hand and arm then began to ſhake with violence, 


— 


L 6 1 , 


ad after ſome violent throes, bis "MV in a deep, 


| hoarſe, hollow voice, perſonating an inviſible agent, 
calling the man tp an account, and upbraiding him as 


2 fool for bringing that ſilly company together: ſaid it 


Was to no purpoſe, and {wore'** by his infernal den, 


chat he would never quit his hold of him, but would 
torment him a thouſand times wore for REEL 
vain archi. p . 


2. He then began to ſing in his uſual manner, {ill 
per ſonating /ome inviſible agent } horribly blaſpheming, 
boaſted of his power, and vowed eternal vengeance on 
the miſerable object, and on thoſe preſent for daring to 
oppole him 3 and commanded his'* faithful and obe- 
dient ſervants” to appear, and take their e : 


| g. "is then ſpake in a female. voice, very expreſ- 
ſive of ſcorn and deriſion, and demanded to know why 
the fool had brought ſuch a company there? And 
ſwore * by the devil” that he would not quit his hold 
of him, and bid defiance to and curſed all, who ſhould _ 
attempt to reſcue the miſerable object from them. He 
then ſung, in the ſame female voice, a kind of love 
ſong, at the concluſion of which he was violently * 
tured, and repeated moſt & borrible i W 


4. Another ;nviſible 8 came lnb e 2 
different voice, but his manner much the ſame as the 
preceding one. A kind of dialogue was then ſung in ! 
a hoarſe and ſoft voice alternately ; ; at the concluſion 
of which, as before, the man was thrown into violent 


agonies, and blaſphemed in a manner too dreadful to 
be 2 


Ho He ? 


pews 7 
5. He then perſonaizd; and faid, © Tam be great 


Dani and after much boaſting of his power, and 
bidding defiance to all his oppoſers, ſung a kind of 
hunting ſong ; at the concluſion of which he was moſt ' 
violently tortured, ſo that it was with difficulty that 
two ſtrong men could hold him (though he is but a 


{mall man, and very weak in conſtitution) ; ſometimes 


he would ſet. up a hideous laugh, and at other times 


TY in a manner e horrid. 


6. Afier this his ſummoned all as infernals to 
| appear, and drive the company away. And while 


the miniſters were engaged in fervent prayer, he 
ſung a Te Deum to the devil, in different voices, — 


ſaying. We praiſe thee, O devil; we acknowledge 
thee to be the . governor,” wh Wa 


. Wben the" noiſe was ſo great as to obfiruRt 55 


the company proceeding in prayer, they ſang toge- 
ther an hymn ſuitable to the occaſion. Whilſt they 


were in prayer, the voice which perſonated the great 
Devil bid them defiance, curſing and vowing dreadful 


vengeance on all preſent. One in the company com- 
manded him in the name of the great Jehovah to declare 
his name ? To which he replied, * I am the Devil.” 


The ſame perſon then charged him in the name of 


k 
7 


| Jehovah to declare why he tormented the man? TO 


which he made anſwer, © That I ay ſhew 32 power 
e men.“ 


'T 


4 e (aan dn Saen 1 . 


and torture, and prayer was continued for his deli- 
verance. A clergyman preſent deſired him to ended. 
. | vour 


| 1 1 g oo 
vour to, ſpeak the. name , of; * Jeſus,” and, ſeveral 
times repeated. it to him, at all of which he replied 
Devil.“ — During this attempt a ſmall faint voice 
was heard ſaying, Why don't you adjure ? * .On 
which the Elergyman commanded, in the name of 
Jeſus, and in the name of the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Ghoſt, the evil ſpirit, to depart from, the 
man; which. he repeated ſeveral times: —when a 
voice was heard to ſay, * Muſt I give up my power?” 

and this was followed by dreadful howlings. Soon 
after another voice, as with aſtoniſhment, ſaid, * * Our 
maſter has deceived us.” — The clergyman. All con- 
tinuing to repeat the adjuration, a voice. was heard 
to ſay, Where ſhall we go?” and the reply Was, 
10 To hell, thine. own infernel den, and return no 
more to torment this man.“ — On this the man s ; 
agitations and diſtortions were ſtronger / ' than” ever, 
attended with the moſt dreadful bowling that can 
be conceived. But as ſoon as this coaffift was 
over, he ſaid, in his own. natural voice, un Bleſſed 
Jeſus!” — became quite ſerene, immediately praiſed. 
God for his deliverance, and kneeling down ſaid the 
Lord's prayer and returned his molt devout thanks, 
to all who were preſent. A 8 | 
The meeting broke up a little before one 0 "clock, 
having laſted near two hours, and the man went away 


entirely delivered, and has had no return of the 
diſorder ſince, 1 e 

It f is not eaſy to conceive the number of letters 
which were addreſſed to me, as the reſult of this 858 
publication, deſiring that I would, as vicar of Tem- 
ple chureh, ſatisfy the public how far that account 


" . of 
a B F * as 
. ' 


— 


e 

| was true. That 1 might give a general e to 
all my correſpondents, 1 particularly ſtudied the 
whole of that little hiſtory, and wrote a ſhort letter 
June 24th, exhibiting my teſtimony to the truth of 
it, which letter was publiſhed in the Briſtol Gazette, 
on Wedneſday June the 25th. In the mean time, 
at the particular deſire of George Lukins, I wrote 
the following letter to the Rev. My. Wylee, curate | 


of Yatton, 
* . | 6 e 2 14. 1788, 
29 Rx v. SIA, 6 


« AT the requeſt of George Lukins, I take ibe liberiy 
© to acquaint you, that there was a meeting for prayer 
held on his account, in the Veſtry-room at Temple 
„church yeſterday morning. at which time we had an 
* aſtoniſhing « demonſtration of the reality of that apoſ- 
« tolical declaration, Fe % Chrifl the ſame yeſterday, 
« to-day, and for ever, Our Lord's power was preſent 
to help, and our friend George was. favored with a 
4 great deliverance, He has had no return of his 
« paroxiſm inte, and I truſt that the ſame Divine 
« Power, which hath ſo fax reſcued him from the tyranny 
of the powers of darkneſs, will continue to defend him 
« againſt any future attacks. Let us offer our praiſes to 
* the God of all grace, for this diſplay of his loving · 
« kindneſs, and let us ſtill bear this poor man, in the 
arms of our faith and prayer, to the throne of grace, 
* that the good work which is begun upon him may be 
V carried on to perſection. I beg leave to mes 
** mylel, - Rev. Sir, 

« Your very humble and obedient vent, 
„JOSEPH EASTERBROOK. 


Ty the Rep, 1 Jlde, Taten! 5 
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To which letter hs Rev. Mr. Wylde was pleaſed to 
favor me with the following excellent reply. which is 
a of che truly Chriſtian Miniſter. vo bs 
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„I AM extremely obliged to you, for the happy 
information you ſent me of the Divine aſſiſtance 
« beſtowed upon my poor neighbour, George Lukins, 
« am truly thankful to the Almighty, for this great 
« diſplay of his mercy and power; and ſincerely hope, 
* that this freſh inſtance of the great love of our Lord 
to ſinful man may ever be kept in memory, and 
influence the actions, not only of our afflicted friend 
in particular, but of all in general, who have any 
57 1 ow gs, or VE heard an this Werren —_ 


« remain, | 


4 Rev. Sit. KI. 


7. ation, TOTES WH Your obliged friend, | 
June 16, 1788. 4 1 9 Se 'T, WYLDE.. 


* Rev. Mr. Eafterbrook, Temple ftieet, Briftof. Fr 


On Monday, June 18, Profeſſor White, of the Uni- 
verſity of Oxford, the Rev. Mr. Wake, vicar of 
Backwell, .. Somerſet, Richard Aldridge, Eſq; Mr. 
Short, ſurgeon, and Mr, Hunt, ſaleſman, met at. my 
- houſe together; at which time the Rev, Mr. Wake 
frankly acknowledged, that he was the author of that 
letter printed in the Bath Chronicle, which was ſub- . 
. ſcribed W. R. W. and ſaid, that his Arber. che late 


oy Es 


5 DES L 45 5 
bad deeply Hebie! 7 835 ne 
complicated afflictions; and that one gentleman of the 
faculty had been Seo Bred aſter another, for many 
years paſt, upon his diſorder, but that the poor crea- 
ture could obtain no laſting cure. As for his conduct, 

chat, he declared, had been ſuch from his infancy, as 
| deſerved the, greateſt commendation. While ,1 am 
mentioning this gentleman, I hope I may be permiued 
to obviate a miſtake, which hath, been communicated 
to the public, through. the channel of the newſpapers, 
that he is connected with me, and with my friends the 
; Methodiſts, Now I declare, that I highly reſpe& and 
venerate this Rev. Gentleman, and ſo do hundreds of 
compaſſionate people in this city, ſor the great bene- 

2 volence of heart which he hath. manifeſted j in his beha- 
vior toward George Lukins; yet J have never ſeen 
him, to the beſt of my recollection, but once in my 
life, and that was at the time to which I juſt now referred, 
when many gentlemen who are at as great a diſtance in 
ſentiment from what is called enthuſiaſm in religion, 
as I am perſuaded this gentleman is, called to enquire 
about George Lukin's ee as well as bimſelf, 


But 'F dete Having Necelvel fork Gon 
commendations of George Eikins from Mrs. Baber, 
and the Rev. Mr. Wake, and from the implication of 
the Rev. Mr. "Wylde's letter; and Mr. and Mrs. Weſt- 
cote conſtatitly informing me, that many people daily 


called at their houſe from Vatton and its neigtibourhood, 


to enquire for George Lukins, who all teſtified to the 
| goodneſs of his character; I on that I was Hot a little 
' ' aſtoniſhed at reading a letter from Yatton, ſubſcribed 
a ä S8. N. 


0 | Ag 
N. in which the writer aſcribes the charge of imp, 
ture to bim. Upon my reading Mr. Norman's epiltle, 

1 diſpatched a letter to the Rev. Mr. Wake, delivering 
it as my opinion, that 'Mr. Norman's attack upon his 
narrative, required a ſerious anſwer; to which that 
_ gentleman replied, that a friend of his had undertaken 
to defend his veracity, in all that he (Mr. Wake) had 
aſſerted. And this, by the way, is all the literary cor- 
8 ce that ever paſſed between us. What groſs 
miſrepreſentations then bare thoſe writers palmed 
upon mankind, Wo have taken upon them to 
charge Mr. Wake with having given any aſſiſtance, or 
having ſhewn any coufttenance, to what ſome perſons 
| all the fanatical trauſactions of Temple church? I am 
certain, that gentle man could not have the moſt diſ- 
tant idea of the intended prayer · meeting. when he pub - 
liſhed his letter in the” Bath Chronicle. Nor has he 
from firſt to laſt had any concern in what bath hap- 
pened, excepting with! the character of George Lubin. 
And for his efforts to eſtabliſh the reputation of an in- 


naocent and an afflicted man, all henevolent perſons, 


whether fanatics or anti-fanatics, will always conſider | 
him as entitled to 1 n and & commendation. | | . 

1) "M1 if igt 
486870 * n alter 2 had received Mr. Wake's 
| reply, being, credibly informed that many perſons in 
the neighbourhood of Yatton were willi ing to ſtand forth, 
and deliver their fuffrages to the real calamities which 
| George Lukins had ſuſtained, L wrote a certificate, com- 
prehending theſe ſentiments, a deſired Mr. Hunt 
d Mr. Weſtcote to take it to Vatton, and to aſk 
ere, from houſe to houſe, if they 
| B3 R 
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were 3 to ſign it. They carried this exrtficate ** 
a gentleman in that. part of the country, for bis opi- 
nion, who told them that George Lukins“ good cha- 
rafter would be eſtabliſhed without it, and in conſe- 
vents. the der eee the ns was laid aſide, 


} 


1. Cone hs her Feng 1 gore wyſell — tanks | 
about the diſpute, leaving it to the old neighbours of 
George Lukins to ſettle it between themſelves, After 
the debates in the newſ; papers were ended, and preju- 
dices appeared to. be left upon the minds of many 
people, to the diſadvantage of this poor man, 1 was 
ſolicited by himſelf and many people of Briſtol to go to 
| ' Yatton, and collect the evidences of his relations and 
particular acquaintance there, who had. known him from 
his iofancy ; to gratify their wiſh I accordingly went, 
and called upon Mrs, Lukins, the widow of George 
Lukins's brother. She inſormed me, that George 
Lukins had lived in her bouſe for the greateſt part of 
the laſt eighteen. years, and that he. had been during 
that time, at different periods, grie yo ouſly afflicted, and 
ſhe believed that he was under. the power of an evil - 
Ipirit ;, for that at different times he was conſtrained to 
mimie the motions of various animals, and particularly 
of a dog; that at ſuch ſeaſons he bad no other uſe 
of his hands, than to aſſiſt him, in walking as a dog 
- uſes. his fore feet; nor any other uſe of his ſpeech, 
than. to bark like that ; animal ; and that with all the eaſe 
imaginable h he aſcended at night a flight of ſtairs, uſing 
his hands and feet j in the motion, preciſely as a dog 
would uſe his four feet; - and that be lay at all fours 1 in 


che corner of the chimney, and would run to the door 
and 


5 „ 
and bark upon hearing a noiſe, as dogs are aceuſtomed 
to do. Mr. Day, a reſpectable ſchoolmaſter of Yatton | 
pariſh, who reſides in the ſame. houſe with Mrs, 
Lukins, and young Mr. Lukins, her ſon, delivered 
ucarly the ſame account. Mr. Ainſworth, and Mrs, 
Tippett, of Vatiton, made honorable mention of 
George Lukins; but many others I found ſo bewil- 
dered, by the coniroverſy concerning him, that they 
did not conſider themſelves as competent, to deliver 
: 7 opinion at all, | 


. . . * 
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| When I tina God Van ovnceivitig that the 
ane which bad ariſen againſt the character of 
Lukins were not likely to do him much harm, as he 
had apparently many friends. who were ſo confident of 
his innocence, that no argument which could be 
brought againſt him, to ſupport the charge of impoſ- 
ture, would bave any weight with them, I intended to 
have given over all thoughts of publiſhing any appeal in 
his favor. But, as I have been given to underſtand, 
that ſince Mr. Norman's pamphlet hath been publiſhed, - 
ſome ſarcaſtical reflections have fallen, not only upon 
the poor man himſelf, but upon a religious community -- 
of people; it ſeemed to be a matter no longer optional 
with me, but a duty, which I owe to God and man, 
to ſhew my opinion. And having no finiſhed all that I 
think neceſſary to advance by way of narrative, my next 
buſineſs will be to collect ſome circumſtances from thence, 
and to ſee if theſe, in connection with other documents 
which I have. to produce, will not effectually acquit 
George Lukins from the imputation of impoſture : 
any as all judicious perſons will allow, that no defence | 
| B 4 8 of 
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of a Man, in ſuch am awkward ſitudtien, ean bes ß 
with Any hope of eſtabliſhing bis character, unleſs the 
names of eredible authorities be publiſhed to the world; 3 
1 hope, therefore, that nb gentleman or lady, who 
may read their name upon this occaſion, ' 'will object to 
the propriety of my conduct in bringing them upon the 
carpel: and they wilt the more readily excuſe this, when 
they! confider, that Tam engaged in the purſuit of _ 
and i8/the/deſerice of religion and humanity, 5 
The late Bi ſhop Newton, ſpeaking of Savonarola, 
ſays, All perſons of any note and eminence bear a 
double character in Ihe world, and ſo doth Savona- 
« z0ks.; his admiters extolling him as the beſt of men 
* apdxhe& prophet of God; his enemies reviling him as 
«th@ worſt of impoſtors and hypocri ies. The ſtate of 
George Lukins (ſomewhat) relenibſes this; ſor though 
his friends do not attempt / to ſpeak of him as an exalted 
charafter; but only as an innocent and an afflicted 
man ſlyet his oppoſers ix upon bimithe ſame ſtigmas, 
as ννẽu§ꝓphed to SVvDnarola. So that “ he bears, 
accoxdingito Biſhop Newton's phraſeology, „ a double 
_  chaiatter:” with ſome he. is conſidered as an innoceht 
apy 128 others as an ãnſamous 1 $214 10 
em bog 0 oi wo I 0510s Rs 10d ow ui, 
Me Hackers having taken the ou collect ſuck | 
evidences as, in his eſtimation, prove! the charge of 
impoſture upon him f he will not ſurely be diſpleaſedd 
wich me, if, as one entertaining a diſſerent opinion of 
Lukins, I compile ſuch evidences as, in my apprehen- 
88 il mou? him ſrom een N 180 
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: "And the firſt evidetice: esa 4 
Mis. Sarah Babe} who firſt introduced" him to my 
notice. 1 have "already given in the foregoing 
narrative, an account of the high eſtimation in which 
fhe is held by me; and indeed by her neighbours 
in general, and I have alſo delivered her teſtimony 
for George Lukins. Now the declaration of a perſon 
of Mrs, Baber's'-reputation, who had lived many 
years in the pariſh of Yatton, who herfelf knew him 


donde an afſlicted man and who aversthat ſhe heard 


no indmation during her reſidence at Yatton to his 
diſadvantage,” ar in any other of her ſubſequerif 
viſits to that pariſh, nor ever heard any hint from 
any perſon- of a. ſuſpicion of impoſture, previom to 
his coming to Briſtol: I ſay ſuch a declaration as 
this, flom @' perſon of Mrs. Baber's e with 
G Mie conſiderable: foroes' „ c 
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. My ſecohd''evidetice is che * Mr. Wylde; 
the worthy curate, and only refident miniſter of the: 
pariſh of Yatton; who (from the natural conſtruction 
of his letter, which I have taken the liberty to intro- 
duee in the foregbing narrative, evidently enter 
tained a favourable opinion of George Lukins, whils. 
mar md: e oft gt own; Bows 
bots om; M 07 aal s es „ adw 

3. The eee which 1 Hall produce, is 
the Rev. Mr. Wake, Vicar of Backwell. This“ 
Gentleman, as hath been ſhewu in the foregoitig | 
narrative, hath beſtowed in behalf of the late Rev. 
Mr. Wake, and himſelf, the higheft *encomiums en 
the reputation of George Lukins. Now whoever 

PREY conſiders 


5 GA. * 9 


4. My next eee its Palmer, bookſeller 


(46). 


8 . gs 
tural and acquired, which this gentleman poſſeſſes, 
vill not hold it probable that he ſhould; eaſily be 


deceived. His declaration alone, with great num- 


bers, will, be conſidered. ane acquit Lukins 
e eee had ge i neigt 


071 Mit. t - N. x} Tt N 


in Wine ſtreet, a Lady whoſe integrity and veracity 
ſtand unimpeached. She declares that | ſhe _ was-inti- | 
mately acquainted: with the late Rev. Mr. Wake, 
Vicar of Yatton, and that be uſually called at her 


| houſe when he came to Briſtol; that ſhe hath fre- 


quenily, in the latter part of his life, heard him talk 

of poor George Lukins, as of a man ſor whom ns 
felt the utwoſt tenderneſs and compaſſion; and: ſaid;; 
that he had obtained ſor bim allo the, medical: help. 
which be conveniently could, but added, that he 


believed George Lukins's complaint was ſuch that 


medicines dane Hover aach. Ink S895 i ice 50 
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6. I next e i "of Mn. Lukins,, 


and her ſon, and Mr. Day, whoſe opinions I have 


already had occaſian to mention : here I ſhall likes 
wiſe introduce the evidence of. M, Martha Hunt, 
who now lives as a ſervant to Mr. James Harford, 
on St. Auguſtine's-Back. She declares that ſhe lived 
as 4 ſervant with the brother of George Lukins for 
five; years; that during that time George Lukins te- 
| ſided: with his brother, and chat he Was ſubject to vio - 
lent fits for that whole period. She moreover on- 


ys the account Yeh. Mrs, Lukins gave me, and 
| . which 
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being conſtrained to mimic the motions of 4 de 
ſor a confiderable length of time; and the” foither 
ſays that he was upon the whole ſo grievotſly afflic- | 
ted, that ſhe never ſaw or heard of any one in ſo 
deplorable a ſiluation. Perſons who have "lived in 
the ſame houſe with the  uhhappy man for many 
years, and perſons of allowed reputation too, will 
ſurely have ſome attention paid them by the conſi- 
derate part of mankind. Neither of theſe ever 
heard of any ſuſpicion of s an Il” after he 
| had been W to Briſtol. 12 we"? 
29 neatly | „ ime} ail 
6. Mes. Tix ppett, and Mr. "Ainſworth, of Yahoa, 
1 produce, next, whoſe names. ' have appeared in the 
foregoing. narrative, both of whom Tpeak” very' re· 
bpektſully of Lykins's charafter, and conſider him as 


1144 


bavying laboured under ſome melancholy and grievous | 

Keese V7 4 6; Ina ino S147 le 
diſorder, | we . | | 

Big {193 160 Nin i006 wo} Or SENT, TUE; * 
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7. I next bring forward. the teſtimony of two 3 
fo . ſurgeons, Mr. Jam l &s of Wige, and | 
Vir. Short .of Briſtol; both of whom have ſeen him 


in his fits, and f have given, it we as their | opinions, 


that pe ve, , with a gi ievous hypochondriack | 
diſorder. fe? Jet 


Ben \ 2 lo 1%. WAIT il B11; 


© 


= ſhe head,, Mr. Whitchurch, ſurgeon, of Back- 
well ſay, in the courſe of the laſt winter, . While he 
had George Lukins under his care, that he bad or- 


dered him laudanum enough at one time to put many 
perſons | 


8. Mrs. C 3 of Backwell aſl ured 1 me yery "lately, | 


* „ 
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\."perſons;10 to. leep, in order to prevent. the return of _ 

his be zt the expetied ſeaſon 157 all to no putpoPe 

for. big fh came on, Juſt. as e taken no 
eee . all. 70) S104 9 5 LY oy J ba of 27 3.1 *F 
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9. My hext evidence is 3 pepet writing in my 
. poſſeſſion, ſigned Mary Paddon, 0, wh Wrington, 

| Jay aß, Gs» dere 1 Fo 
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Fe” od « George, Luk | „ Was. 8 1 a beagle family, | 
he were pious Ee and lived in credit. in the 
« pariſh of Yatton, T was perſeAly, acquainted with 
« the family, and with him from his birth, and I do 
44 « teljify,, t that bis conduct v was . agrecably to piety. 
nr About ſe ſeventeen years ago, or more, he was * 
_* my, houle, and be had thoſe fits, and Juſt before we 
„ expefiedthe fit io come on, 1 gave. him my advice to 
20 ſtriye all that he poſſiblyc could againl} 1 it, ang gave bim 
« the Country Pariſhioner a pious good book) tor ead; 
.« and-while reading, the book flew out of his Ry 
66 abou one _yard. and a bal diſtance, I made hini 
« take i” vj up... and checked im for fo doing; he 
«then Lead it, and 1 it l. away as before.” T then 
or ſeemed n more ee than before, and made hit 
* tak ei, up again, TY thou ht he could have avoided 
„lis being thrown 225 and 1" therefore Went to him, 
„ and held one part of the book, and he Held" thi 
« other. I held it with all my might, and thought 
« 41 uld not go d, but it was ſofced out of both 
% our Hands, at about he fartie diſtanbe as before. 1 
« was Very much ſutprlzed, ſo that 1 Wat obliged 'to | 
pod =o the place, and retired to the garden to recover 
« myſelf. N r PADDON. 
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h cdu ber own lips, in the ' preſence of ber 
Fg huſband, Who well knows George Lukins alfo 
. At Wrington, vun ge 758. by Willant Hunt. 
N Tod i +14 bus os vy 5 1 8328 
5 W e teſtitnony is a letter from W Joſeph 
Cole, to Mr. Weſtebte in Neger dert dated Lon- 
dos, Augilt's, 1588,” KI error wait Gig LIP 
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« My ee WRWO7 YH eu begubt, 


According to my promiſe, and your requeſt, I 
— « this morning went to St, George's Hoſpital, to 
| « inſpect the, regiſter concerning George Lukins. 1. 
found it exaQlly anſwering the account he gave 
me. be came into the , hoſpital on the 3d of 
1 May 1775; and was diſcharged the geh of October 
as incurable, On my enquiring after the nurſes, 
J found, one, was dead, but Nurſe Thompſon Was 
66 yet alive. A gentleman attended me to find her, : 
'S « and we ſucceeded. , As ſoon as we mentioned the 
_ name. of. Lukins, the. remembered his caſe, and 
GR declared be was oft times ſeized with fits, which 
18 © required. two people to hold him, and was ſurpriſed 
to hear he was yet alive. The gentleman way ſaus- 


* * 
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* fied, and ſo am I. Kaas 1 
| "9 * *2 ld — , 1 am. 4 49 f Y «cd , „. , 
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dh ee Wee ths teflimabaies of: dome * the 
Gentlemen wh aw. him in his fits, aſter he camè to 
"Briſtol, LI REO thera And of theſe 
Wen 1 I ſhall 
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Aan mendon Mr; Henry Durbin, of Reddlii-freet, | 
. who hath been in the practice of phyſic ſor fifty years; 
the Rev, Dr. Robins, Precenior of the Cathedral; the . 
Rev, Mr. William Wait, and Mr. Thomas Mills, 
bookſeller in Wine · ſtreet. Theſe ſour Gentlemen are 
decidedly of opinion, that, Gcorge Lukins was. afflic · 
ted with ſome horrible malady, and that many ol 


the ſymptoms they diſcovered, could not have been 


nn 1 by his own will and powers. 


12. 1 1a produce the teftimonice of ſome Gedible 
witneſſes, who have ſeen him within a few weeks aſter | 
the 13th of June; and of theſe I ſhall name, the Rev. 
Mr. Symes, rektor of St. Wetburgh's; Mr. William. 
Pine, printer, in Wine-itreet; Mrs. Champion and 
Mrs, Dimſdale, upon St. Michael's-hill; Mrs. Cook, of 
Cathay; Edward Fiſher, Eſq; of Compton. Greenfield; 
the Rev. Mr. Beale, rector of Bengworth ; Mr. Wü. 


lam Day, junr. in Bridge ſtreet; Mr. Lard, rope- 


maker, in Bedminſter; and Mr. Gwyre, umbrella- 
maker, in Bedminſter; all of whom diſcovered great 
' weakneſſes in his frame and various nervous ſymptoms, * 
ſuch as might be reaſonably expetted to have followed 
from ſome very terrible n 4 | 


This I have now laid before the . a moſt 
reſpectable body of evidence, which, in my opinion, 
will fully demonſtrate, that there hath been no ſort of 

impoſition practiſed by George Lukins: and I have 
not the leaſt doubt, but the far greater part of the rea- 
ders of this pamphlet will have the cleareſt conviction 
of his innocence; and among theſe I hope my old 


. Xp be found. 1 profeſs a friend. 
ect ſhip 
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r 
ſhip iis Mr. Wale and am 105 4 we differ ſo 


© widely in our ſentiments of Lukins ; but a little time, 


1 flatter myſelf, will convince him, that he hath been 


ioo ſevere in hiy cenſures upon him : and whenever he 
ſhall have received conviction upon this head, I hope 


he will have candor a to acknowledge his ors 
mer miſtake. | s | 2 


0 = 


To NG Nothing would afford me greater 
pleaſure, than. to contribute to unite all contending 
parties, and to bring into the bands of laſting friendſhip 
thoſe Goliaths in battle, S. N. juſtitiæ Vindex, 
W. H. R. Amicus, Anti-fanatic, and all the other com- 
batants, which have appeared upon this occaſion, I 
freely own, that I owe none of them any thing but a 


debt of undiſſembled love, and that they have all 1 
| beſt viſhes for time and for mm. 


Briſtol, Sept. 29, 1788. 
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